
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Ready,  Steady…GO
 

From VDG Bernard Black 

 

 

Enjoyable, Enlightening 

Exhilarating Experience 
 

 

 
 

 

 

The third (of four) area conventions was held 

in the Midlands Park Hotel, Portlaoise on 

13th October 2018 for Zones E, F, H and J.  

Attending were 79 Lions from 32 clubs, an 

excellent turnout.  In fact, the meeting room 

had to be expanded, by opening a partition, 

to accommodate the numbers. 

The session was introduced by DG Frank 

O'Donoghue, who also chaired the 

discussion on the way forward for Lions in 

Ireland and wrapped up at the end of a very 

enjoyable morning.   

In-between, attendees gave excellent 

attention to a presentation on LCIF 

generally, then more specific information on 

the crisis in Indonesia and on the Forgotten 

Children in Lebanon, which is driven by 

Lions Clubs in Norway and supported by 

District 133.  This presentation by Lions 

Paul Allen and Terence Mangan had quite a 

few jaws dropping and heads nodding in 

support.   

Also on point was 2VDG Des Ryan, who 

gave an enjoyable talk on leadership.  

The Lions present were extremely well 

engaged in the discussion on the way 

forward and some of the points made related 

to: 

The cost of membership, especially to 

new Lions, 

The importance of club social 

activities; away days seemed popular, 

Formalities, which may be off-putting 

to younger members, we may be 

considered elite, 

Actions; clubs should concentrate on 

actions and activities, not meetings, 
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Visibility; Lions clubs need to be 

more visible in their local community; 

there were quite a few good ideas on 

how to do this, not least a local Lions 

newsletter, 

Several actions were taken on board by the 

DG team, including the need for a new 

member pack, on which work will start 

immediately.   

The venue was suitable, with tea, coffee and 

biscuits on tap, all of which helped to keep 

participants spirits up, while the miserable 

Saturday weather persisted outside.  It is 

clear that the concept of area conventions 

has proved successful, with good support 

from members both in attendance and 

engagement.  

I thoroughly enjoyed my morning on 

Portlaoise.  The meeting closed at 12:30 

p.m., bang on time. 

 
 

‘Recruit and Retain’ Objectives 

for Lions 
 

 

Recruitment of new Lions, retention of 

existing Lions and communications with 

local communities were among the themes 

discussed at the District Regional 

Convention at the Midlands Park Hotel, 

Portlaoise on Saturday 13th October. 

More than 70 Lions representing clubs in the 

East and Midlands attended the third in a 

series of Regional gatherings. The fourth and 

final Convention was held on Saturday 

October 20th in the Clayton Hotel, Lapps 

Quay, Cork. 

 

 

 
 

The DG Team at Portlaoise 

 

Welcoming Lions, District Governor Frank 

O’Donoghue reminded them of five key 

dates in the story of Lionism: 

1917- Lions Founded to address social issues 

and the community needs of the day. 

1920-First Lions Club founded outside the 

USA in Canada- Lions was now 

international. To-day Lions has 1.47m 

members 200 countries and is growing 

rapidly in China and Middle East 

1925- Helen Keller challenged Lions to be 

‘Knights of the Blind’ and this challenge was 

accepted with Lions pioneering devices like 

the ‘white cane’ and fighting blindness 

worldwide. 

 

 

1945- Lions founder Melvin Jones was an 

adviser to the fledgling United Nations. 

Lions continue to be a leading worldwide 

NGO engaged in Third World development. 

Lions celebrate UN Day annually. 

 



 

1968-Lions Clubs International Foundation 

(LCIF) established. It has contributed more 

than $1bn to Third World development. 

 

 

2018- Gudrun Yngvadottir from Iceland, 

becomes the first woman to be elected as 

International President of Lions Clubs 

International. She is focussed on new 

horizons and new ways of doing Lions 

business. She wants to use techniques such 

as marketing to grow awareness of Lions. 

 

 

 
Lions Syl and Billy Murphy in serious mood 

at the Portlaoise Convention 

 

 

 
Karl O’Broin, Bray, Marnie Maguire, 

Portlaoise, PDG Paul Allen and Frank Corr, 

District PRO at Portlaoise. 

 

Lions need Recruitment 

Strategies 
 

 
 
 Ian Maguire and Chris Creely , Clontarf and 
District). at the Portlaoise Convention. 

 

 

 

Recruitment is vital to the future of Lions 

Clubs in Ireland, PDG Paul Allen told the 

Portlaoise Convention. 

He said that District 133 had lost two clubs 

and 80 members over the past 15 months. 

New ideas to aid recruitment include 

working with local Chambers of Commerce 

and creating an environment in which asking 

people to join Lions is likely to generate a 

positive response. Assembling a list of local 

employments as a means of identifying 

potential new members can also be effective. 



Communities must see Lions as a benefit, he 

said, and therefore service projects 

supporting he local community are likely to  

 

attract new Lions. Focus groups can help 

articulate the needs and aspirations of young 

people. Lions can recruit volunteers to help 

with projects and then introduce them to 

their Clubs. 

 

Membership retention is also a key issue for 

Lions Clubs, he said, with 50% of newly-

recruited Lions currently leaving their clubs 

within three years.  

 

DG Frank O’Donoghue said that mentoring 

and social events like ‘weekends away’ can 

help Lions bond with each other. The style 

of meetings can also change with less 

emphasis on formality. ‘We are often very 

formal’, he said. 

Stressing the importance of welcoming and 

nurturing new Lions, he said that District 

133 is planning to hold a ‘New Members 

Seminar’. He also suggested that the various 

District youth projects including Young 

Ambassador, Youth Exchange, Peace Poster 

and Football might be better linked together 

to emphasise Lions youth involvement. 

DG Frank cited examples of how Clubs 

effectively recruit members. They include 

Community Newsletters, and a ‘Suicide 

Prevention’ bookmark which includes a list 

of club activities. 

Following the Cork Convention, the DG 

Team will collate the many ideas which have 

emerged and will prepare a report for 

discussion at special meetings of Lions 

Clubs throughout the District. 

 

Convention pictures by Pat McCoole. 

More pictures next week. 

 

 

 

World Diabetes Day 

Wednesday 14th November is World 

Diabetes Day which presents Lions Clubs 

with an opportunity of conducting diabetes 

screening in their areas. 

 

 

Lions invited to support Safe 

Centre 

Lions Clubs in District 133 are being asked 

to contribute $250,000 per annum for the 

next four to five years to maintain a Safe 

Centre for refugee children in Lebanon. 

District 133 has teamed up with Nordic 

Lions to build and operate the centre in 

which refugee children can be educated and 

play together in safety. 

 

PDGs Paul Allen and Terence Mangan 

visited the Safe Centre and reported to the 

Regional Conventions.  

Lebanon, a country the size of Cork and 

Kerry, has 5,000 refugee camps, housing 



people from Syria and other Middle East 

countries. Education is provided for children, 

but the Syrian curriculum is not offered, 

making it difficult for children to eventually 

be repatriated. 

The cost of running the Safe Centre is 

$125,000 per annum and District 133 plans 

to contribute $25,000 per annum, equivalent 

to around €10 per year for each Lion in the 

District. 

Dundalk Lions on Community 

Radio  

 
Dundalk Lions Club runs a weekly one hour 

radio programme on Thursday nights on 

Dundalk FM Community Radio between 8 

and 9pm. The show is called Dundalk Lions 

at your service and the main theme of the 

programme as is to be of service to the 

people of Dundalk and surrounding area. 

  

 
 

On the show Lions read extracts from local 

newspapers about what’s happening in 

Dundalk  for people who are visually 

impaired in the community and this is on top 

of a CD recording of the papers which is sent 

out each week to help people who are 

outside the range of the community radio 

transmission. 

  

The first part of the show features the papers 

and some music and the second half hour 

includes  interviews with local groups such 

as SOSAD , Women’s Aid , Men’s Sheds 

and others. A programme aired on 11th of 

October was a special on WORLD SIGHT 

DAY 2018 which is held on the second 

Thursday of October each year.   The show 

consisted of an interview with Lion David 

Larkin, who has a visual impairment and 

with two visually impaired people from 

Dundalk, Maureen Madden and Pat Kelly, 

who are deeply involved on all aspects of 

improving the standards for the blind and 

visually impaired people not only in 

Dundalk but nationwide. 

  

Some of the interviews are also put up on 

Facebook (Dundalk Lions) and on 

Soundcloud (Dundalk Lions).  The radio 

programme has been on air each week for 

over three years. 

  

Lion President John Hennessy would like to 

thank all involved in the radio show and CD 

recording facility namely Lion Hugh 

McKitterick, Lion David Larkin, Lion Pat 

Byrne, Lion Catherine Doherty and Lion 

Edel O Connell. 

  

Picture shows from L/R   Hugh McKitterick, 

President John Hennessy, Pat Byrne, Pat 

Kelly, Maureen Madden and  David Larkin. 



 

Newcastle Aids Grenfell Towers 
 

 
 

Newcastle Lions President Dan O Reilly was 

presented  by DG Frank with a Certificate of 

Appreciation from the Fairlop Leo Club, 

East London.  Newcastle Lions had carried 

out a street collection for the victims of the 

Grenfell Fire Disaster in June 2017.These 

funds were then used to support the Fairlop 

Leo Project to replace the school books and 

bags of the children living in the Grenfell 

Towers. 
 
 

 

Orix supports LCIF 

 
At the July Cabinet Meeting, an appeal was 

launched  for support of the work of LCIF in 

assisting with the response to the disastrous 

floods in Japan. 
 

 
 

When David Power heard about the this 

appeal he invited  his colleagues in the head 

office of Orix Aviation in Bootetstown  to 

support and committed that the company 

would match the amount raised. David heard 

about the appeal from his father , Liam 

Power of Dun Laoghaire Lions who was 

aware of the strong links of  Orix Aviation 

with Japan. 

 
 
Wei Lua of Orix Aviation is pictured presenting the  
LCIF Japan donation  to DG Frank 
 

 

 

 

Communications Awards 

 
To enter for the new District 

Communications Awards just send your 

Club website url and social  media details to 

Fcorr100@gmail.com 

 

 

 



Paris Rising 
 

A poem by Lion Alan Halford 

 

 

 

We went to Paris on a deep Autumn day 

sat and drank coffee and whiled away 

looked on the street with its passing parade 

wishing for hours it could stay this way. 

You nibbled the danish and I had a bun 

smiled with the waitress from spicy 

Kowloon 

listened to sounds thought we forget 

watched passing faces carved in far spots. 

Bananas, melons, flowers and shallots 

lemons and peppers and sole freshly caught 

shops selling herbs and mobiles to boots 

"Cigarettes Mister" from dubious routes. 

The sun shone through Paris that deep 

Autumn day 

the world and its cousin winding our way 

along an old street nearly forgot  

and a ghost downing porter with somebody’s 

mot. 

We left Paris Bakery on that deep Autumn 

day 

walnut loaf tucked safely away 

leaving behind the sweet rising yeast 

with sounds in our minds of Dublin’s Moore 

Street. 

  

 This poem was written by Lion Alan Halford 

from Castleknock Lions Club after a visit he 

made with his wife, Trish, to the Pais bakery 

in Moore Street, Dublin. Alan's first 

collection of poetry ‘The Memory Bone’ was 

published in 2017 and has been well 

received. Alan served as a member of 

District Cabinet for many years including as 

PRO and VDG.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

…and that’s all for this week. 

 

Deadline for next issue is Friday at 9am. 


